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Contact listing for CMR Management and Roles:                                                  Patron: Dr. M. Lekias  
 
 Name Phone Email 

President Mike Crean 0412 883 377 president@castledare.com.au 

Vice President Luke Prindiville 0408 159 686 lukeprindiville@iinet.net.au 

Secretary Les Smith 08 9314 6382 secretary@castledare.com.au 

Minute Secretary Rod Bradley 08 9525 0716  

Treasurer Roger Matthews 0407 381 527 treasurer@castledare.com.au 

Committee Members Eno Gruszecki 0408 908 028  

 Terry Skinner 0405 024 102 terryone942@hotmail.com 

 Craig Belcher 0417 984 206 craig.belcher@bigpond.com 

 Richard Stuart 0419 907 489 richard.stuart@bigpond.com 

 Julian Cross 0448 540 912 sora_whitmore@hotmail.com 

Membership & Licenses Bronwyn Foulis  memberships@castledare.com.au  

Bookings Ken Belcher 08 9375 1223 cmr1963@castledare.com.au 

Boiler Inspectors Richard Stuart 0419 907 489 richard.stuart@bigpond.com 

 Keith Watson 08 9354 2549  

Track Master Craig Belcher 0417 984 206 craig.belcher@bigpond.com 

Canteen Manager Tania Watson   

Senior Janitor Keith Price   

First Aiders Tania Watson   

 Luke Prindiville 0408 159 686 lukeprindiville@iinet.net.au 

 Curtis Lawrence   

 Julian Cross 0448 540 912 sora_whitmore@hotmail.com 

Editors of Cinders & Soot Trish Stuart 
Robin Greeney 

0450394871 
0403071461 editor@castledare.com.au 

No personal letters will be printed without committee approval 

Qualification Examiners    

Steam Locomotives Roger Matthews Luke Prindiville   

Diesel Locomotives Craig Belcher John Watson Vic Jones Eno Gruszecki 

 Roger Matthews    

Guards & Safe working Trish Stuart John Watson Vic Jones Eno Gruszecki 

Signals Mike Crean    
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From the Editors Desk – By Trish and Robin 
 
Welcome to the July Issue of Cinders and Soot. 
 
Trish and Robin would like to thank Heidi (and her assistant Luke) for her editorial efforts over the last few 
years.  We are taking over responsibility for editing our monthly magazine and look forward to receiving 
contributions from our fellow members – don’t all rush at once! 
 
Congratulations to Sarah Prindiville for becoming our latest steam driver and joining the exclusive “ladies 
of CMR Steam” club with Trish and Tania M.  Congratulations must also go to Dylan Smith for attaining his 
Guard qualification this month and to James Triggs for attaining his Guard qualification in June.  
 
Happy Birthday to the following members for the month of July: 
Damelsa Belcher    Mia Foulis 
Judy Bowyer  Havon Millman 
Lili Bradley  Adrian Pope 
Kelvin Davis  Tania Watson 
Tom Donkin  Jaymon Hall 
 
 
Judy had a milestone birthday this month and here she is cutting her cake, closely watched by Don! 

 
 
Just a reminder to all that the date for submissions is in the calendar and photos would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 

   
   

   
 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/file:tux_paint_birthday_cake.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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President’s Prattle – By Mike Crean 
The first Sunday running day was a little slow to begin, but picked up later. There was a 
good turnout of both steam locos and members on the day. 
 
Wow, the Wilson school holiday runs were very, very busy. The first Wednesday was very 
busy with large numbers turning out for the day, The second Wednesday was a school 
holiday run record, around 1470 people rode on the trains on an unexpectedly sunny day. 
On the second Wednesday the wireless network had problems communicating with our 
EFTPOS machine and slowed ticket processing. Our apologies to all who had to wait to get 
tickets. Many thanks to those who turned up and helped out on both days.  
 
The third running day from Wilson was a lot busier than expected. It was a cold wet day and 
not many patrons were expected to come along and ride the trains. All things considered it 
was a lot better than expected with around 500 people riding our trains.   
 
At the last committee meeting a resolution was passed to allow the extension of the bays in 
the club loco shed and removal of the wall between the loco storage area and the 
clubroom. This will more than double the storage capacity in this area. It is stage one of 
expansion of the clubs storage. There are a number of other expansion options being 
considered for increased rolling stock storage and will be given more consideration when 
stage one is complete. 
 
PLEASE MAKE SURE THE DOORS ARE SHUT AND SECURE. 
 
As always we must encourage and congratulate our junior members on their great 
enthusiasm and their dedication to the club and its members. Thanks boys and girls, keep 
up the great work. 
 
Until next time please visit your club and it’s facilities. They are there for all of us to enjoy.  
 
Secretary’s Scribblings – By Les Smith 
The month of July proved to be an exceptional month for “riders” and we exceeded 4,000. 
After a quiet start to the year compared to our record numbers last year we have picked up 
dramatically and are on track to exceed 30,000 riders in 2019. This will provide funding for 
many tasks on our agenda. However, the downside of this traffic increase (65% greater 
than 2016) is that gross tonnes exceeding 650 has rolled over our sand bed track in July and 
winter rain means track degradation has been accelerated. Are there any volunteers to do 
some tamping?? 
Members will have noted the progress that Rod Bradley has made in the Signal Box corner 
of the picnic ground to block off an area where it has been impossible to culture grass. 
Some fill now requires to be added and NOBLES have offered such. Both “boxed-off” areas 
will be topped with mulch from our own fallen / lopped tree branches with Roger 
Matthews already planning the planting of native shrubbery. 
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Members that have attended recently will have noted that preparations are in hand to 
extend some elevated tracks into what was a kitchen / eating area. This is to allow for 
greater numbers of diesel locomotives to be stored. Some other options are being 
considered for wagon storage. The library that is unused will be downsized. 
We congratulate Dylan Smith having graduated to guard and his diligence to the task. 
Dylan’s grandmother did not know what she had let herself in for when the last Wednesday 
of the school runs got so busy and Telstra EFTPOS connections did not function very well. 
Peter de Josselin has also passed the Safe Working test and is now welcomed to guard 
training.  
Craig has got the track upgrade / straightening underway after close of traffic last Sunday 
with the moving forward of the Dugite Junction turn-out to WILSON and then running 
straight to the slight curve onto the bridge following. This is a safety measure as a part of 
our continual improvement. The venerable A-Team prepared the new T-rail track panels. 
Thanks! 
A reminder that the month of August in recent years has had high patronage for both 
Sunday runs (around 1,200 each day). So, providing that it does not rain, we need all the 
help that we can get to man trains and the stations. Please do your bit! 
 
Model Engineering magazines - Disposal 
At the recent committee meeting, it was agreed to move forward with changes to the 
clubroom, breezeway and Diesel shed, which will see the breeze way becoming the main 
clubrooms, and the diesel shed expanded into the old clubroom area.  
As a result of this we have a quantity of surplus model engineering related magazines 
looking for a new home along with a filing cabinet (no lock). These are all free to members 
who have a need/want/interest in same. 
The magazines are British Model Engineer from a number of years ago, and some 
Engineering in Miniature. All items to be disposed of have been isolated from material 
being kept by the club. 
Anyone interested please contact myself any weekend at the railway. Anything left after 
the August 3rd Sunday (Wilson) Run day will be disposed of by other means. 
 
Many thanks 
Craig Belcher 
 
DO's report Wednesday 17th July - by Robin Greeney 
The School holiday run day was very well attended by both members and the public. We 
had a total of six locomotives running on the day and plenty of station staff (for once during 
the school holiday runs!) 
Unfortunately we had two derailments - a carriage on the red set and a locomotive derailed 
on the approach to the double bridge. Even though traffic was halted for about twenty 
minutes whilst the track was cleared, due to the excellent teamwork by all present, we 
managed to move a total of 1470 passengers on the day.  
Unfortunately there were issues with the EFTPOS machine and the Telstra network 
resulting in a queue well beyond the playground. Several members suggested ways we 
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could provide better client service then and there (like selling tickets for cash down the line) 
and I'm sure this will be looked into by the Committee. When I walked down the queue to 
find a little lost boy's mother - several customers asked "how much longer?" They were 
definitely becoming frustrated. This is one area we need to lift our game significantly as I'm 
sure we lost passengers as a result. 
The fact that some members worked through their lunch break or took their lunch on the 
run is very much appreciated both by me and also the public no doubt. This is probably a 
good time to remind all that we are there to provide a service to the public on these days - 
they are the ones who fund our "playing trains" at other times! 
So thank you all who contributed on the day.... brilliant team effort! 
 
DO's report Sunday the 21st July - by Robin Greeney 
Unfortunately the day started with showers and a 90% forecast of rain. Therefore it was 
decided to take only two locos (with single consists) and a spare loco to Wilson and have 
one on standby in Niana (should the weather miraculously improve). 
Sadly many of our passengers (and our crews) were caught by showers during the day - but 
none seemed to mind. Even when asked they still opted to depart the station in the rain! 
Julian put that down to the desire of parents to entertain their children on the last day of 
the school holidays rather than have them winging at home - even if they got wet in the 
process. 
We had a steady flow of passengers all day and the two trains kept up perfectly - making it 
an incident free run day - thanks to you all. We carried exactly 500 passengers which, when 
added to numbers on earlier run days this month, appears to have broken the record for 
July!  
On the way back Craig Belcher was waiting with angle grinder posed at the ready to start 
work on the track realignment. As soon as he was given the "nod" away he went. Here's 
hoping that Craig's task also goes smoothly.  
 
Duty Roster 

 
The Duty Roster is located on the notice board in the breezeway and will no longer be 
published in Cinders and Soot.  Please remember to add your name to that list if you are 
able to assist with any of the positions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 7 

AUGUST / SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 2019 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 
   1 2 3 4 
       
     Run Prep NIANA 
     Work Day Run Day 
       

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
     Track work  
  Work Day   Day Members 
     General Day 
     Work Day  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
     Committee  
  Work Day  Workshop Meeting WILSON 
    Evening General Run Day 
      Work Day  

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
Submissions       

For  Work Day   General   
Cinders &     Work Day  

Soot       
26 27 28 29 30 31 1 

       
  Work Day   Run Prep NIANA  
     Work Day Run Day 
       

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
     Track work  
  Work Day   Day Members 
     General Day 
     Work Day  

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
     Committee  
  Work Day  Workshop Meeting WILSON 
    Evening Run Prep Run Day 
     Work Day  

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
       
  Work Day   General   
     Work Day  
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HADRIAN and those Chariots – by Les Smith 
That great Emperor Hadrian wandered from north England / Scotland where he had a wall built and down 
into Turkey. In Antalya (Turkey), he or they built a gateway into the walled city in his name. In later years a 
build-up of the wall just encapsulated the impressive gate. 
Then, in the 1950s the crumbling wall again revealed the gateway and the road through complete with 
wheel ruts from chariots and most likely delivery carts as shown in the photograph. 

 
These ruts are thought to be the basis of “standard gauge” railways with a rail gap of 1435mm. One 
wonders if the cart wheels had wider treads or leaned inwards or outwards depending on journal wear or 
as one may argue, the chariot wheels had journal centres at 1500mm! Passing an oncoming chariot in peak 
traffic time would have been interesting, as they say, once you are in a rut, it is hard to get out. 
Ken Belcher Heaven 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A fair way out of the city of Budapest is a 
“tram” museum, but a taxi is quite cheap. 
Ken (and a few other CMR members) like 
trams and the odd trolley bus. This 
museum has some 50 exhibits with the 
majority in a hall. The pictured 1890 
example has two axles with a swing-link 
suspension that was the forerunner of the 
European wagon / bogie standards that 
allowed quite higher speed running. 
Luckily, this collection that mainly was 
lying in a graveyard heap did not get 
bombed out of existence during WW2! 
You have to go there Ken. 
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VISITOR to CMR – by Les Smith 
Graham Tinkler from Lake Macquarie is holidaying here in the West. Trying to fit in as much 
as possible with his wife and on their way to the Marine Museums of Fremantle, she was 
“forced” to take a ride out to WILSON on Sunday morning (13th July). This was a good 
excuse to test the Green set after a wheel set change on Saturday morning. It also gave new 
member Stuart Bliss a chance to sit in as guard. Graham and his late father are well-known 
model builders and he was given a chance to compare his 5inch gauge Victorian G Class 
Garratt that was essentially a MS against Don’s Carmel MSA in 71/4 inch. He was 
impressed. 
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Possibly the Most Awesome Hose and 
Fittings Shop in the Entire World!  
U8/2 Carson Road, Malaga WA 6090 

204 Collier Road, Bayswater WA 6053 

57 Baile Road, Canning Vale, WA 6155 

Carlisle WA 6101 

We would like to thank the support from the below  
Local Businesses: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

S.O.S Steinmeier Oxy 
Services 

92a Beechboro Rd S, Bayswater, WA, 6053 

http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN3997x247760372&id=YN3997x247760372&q=BOC&name=BOC&cp=-32.0661315917969%7e115.905403137207&ppois=-32.0661315917969_115.905403137207_BOC&FORM=SNAPST

